214r   CHARACTER AND OPINION

There is a mystical conviction, expressed
in Anglo-Saxon life and philosophy* that our
labpurs, even when they end in failure, con-
tribute to some ulterior achievement in which
it is well they should be submerged.^ This
Anglo-Saxon piety, in the form of trus* and
adaptability, reaches somewhat the same in-
sight that more speculative religions have
reached through asceticism, the insight that
we must renounce our wills and deny our-
selves. But to have a will remains essential
to animals, and having a will we must kick
against the pricks, even if philosophy thinks
it foolish of us. The spirit in which parties
and nations beyond the pale of English
liberty confront one another is not motherly
nor brotherly nor Christian. Their valor-
ousness and morality consist in their in-
domitable egotism. The liberty they want
is absolute liberty, a desire which is quite
primitive. It may be identified with the
love of life which animates all creation, or
with the pursuit of happiness which all men
would be engaged in if they were rational.
Indeed, it might even be identified with the
first law of motion, that all bodies, if left
free, persevere in that state of rest, or of